
Progression in Vocabulary - History  

Nursery Reception Key Stage One Lower Key Stage Two Upper Key Stage Two 

Historical Skills Language 

 
Family tree, old, new, photograph, first, 
next, change, queen, king 
 
Famous, Timeline, Compare, History, 
Monarch, rich, poor, Parliament, Law, 
Democracy,  Old, New, Photograph, First, 
Next, Famous, past 
 
 
 

Famous, Timeline, history, monarch, 
compare, change, rich, poor, yesterday, 
today, tomorrow, past, present, future, 
older, newer, same, different, artefacts, 
time, recent, recount, year, decade, 
monarchy    
 
Evidence, sources, war, peace, era, order, 
legacy, observe, represent, Nation, 
Civilization, society, significant, parliament, 
law, democracy 

Chronological, BC and AD, compare, contrast, 
Influence, Ancient civilization, Conquer, 
Invasion, Empire, Rebellion, source, evidence, 
locality, society, settlement, war, peace, 
legacy, nation, advanced, decline, resistance, 
parliament, law, democracy 
 
primary source, secondary source, account, 
enquiry, consequence, culture, social 
structure, conflict, reconciliation, continuity, 
change, influence, truce 

LKS2 to be revisited as appropriate, plus: 
 
primary source, secondary source, 
hierarchy, bias, prejudice, oppression, 
hypothesis, reliable, racial, diverse, 
analyse, propaganda, advocate, 
interpretation, commemorate, 
continuity, change, influence, truce 

Historical Knowledge Language 
EYFS  KS1 LKS2 UKS2 

Change, birthday, event, bonfire night, 
season, life cycle, remembrance,  
WW I 
 
Archaeologist, occupation 
 

Toys & Games 
Toy, game, leisure, material 
 
Explorers 
Explorer, pioneer, voyage 
 
Monarchs & WW I 
Remembrance, monarch, heir, reign  
 
Local History 
Monument, statue, Locality, Local area, 
mill 
 
Bonfire Night, Great Fire of London 
Diary, Eyewitness, Firebreak, Flammable, 
plot, gunpowder, houses of parliament, 
treason 
 
Aeroplane Flight / Famous People 

Stone Age to Iron Age 
archaeologist, shelter, hunter-gatherer, 
prehistory, tribe, roundhouse, Nomadic, 
Palaeolithic, Mesolithic, Neolithic, Revolution, 
farming, permanent, community, evidence   
 
Ancient Civilization, then Egyptians 
unification, pharaoh, kingdom, dynasty, 
pyramid, obelisk, mummies, River Nile, 
polytheistic, agriculture, achievements, trade 

     
Romans 
Centurion, emperor, aqueduct, gladiator, 
Romanisation, senate 
 
Ancient Greeks 
city state, philosophy, oracle, Olympics, 
trade, polytheistic 

Anglo-Saxons and Scots 
Shires, bayeaux tapestry 
 
Vikings 
Raids, longship, longhouse, beserkers 
 
WW II  
Ally, axis, evacuation, ration, holocaust 
 
Local History 
 
 
Mayans 
Mayan, Maya, Mesoamerica, calendar, 
glyphs, codices, Chichen Itza, state, 
dynasty, drought, maize 
 
 
 



Pioneer, inventor, engineer 

 


