
 

Progression in Vocabulary - Geography 

EYFS Key Stage One Lower Key Stage Two  Upper Key Stage Two 

Enquiry and Investigation 
See, hear, world.  Environment, world, place, observation, 

description, differences.  
  
  

Interpret, geographical information, 
investigate, processes, comparison, 
similarities.   

Prediction, test, hypothesis, change, 
cause, empathy.  
  

Mapping 
Map, route, forward, backward, behind, 
next to, in front of. 

  

Map, atlas, globe, aerial photograph, 
picture map, near, far, sea, land, 
feature, route, landmark, symbol, key, 
plan. 
  

  

Diagram, geographical information 
system, digital map, route, 4 figure 
coordinate, contour, OS symbol, 
Ordinance Survey map. 
  

  

Route, relief, 6 figure coordinate, OS 
symbol, aerial view, scale bar, slope.  

  

Fieldwork 

Field, school, forest, church, car park. 
  

Fieldwork, human feature, physical 
feature, environment, North, East, 
South, West, compass, location, 
direction, left, right, forwards, 
backwards.  
  

  

Collect, data, North, North East, East, 
South East, South, South West, West, 
North West, observe, measure, record.  

  

6 figure grid reference, data logger, 
chart, graph.  
  
  

  

Locational Knowledge and Place Knowledge 
Name of area, country, England. 
  
  

The United Kingdom  
England, Northern Ireland, Scotland, 
Wales, Capital city, London, Belfast, 
Edinburgh, Cardiff, Irish Sea, English 
Channel, North Sea. 
  
Hot and Cold Places  
Country, Continent, Asia, Europe, South 
America, North America, Australia, 

Rainforests and Deserts  
Northern Hemisphere  
Southern Hemisphere, 
vegetation belt, Tropics, Equator, 
Amazon Rainforest, Atacama Desert, 
  
Greece (Athens), Spain (Madrid), 
Florida (Tallahassee) Uganda 
(Kampala), Brazil (Brasilia), Venezuela 

Trade Links, Volcanoes and 
Earthquakes  
Longitude, Latitude, Tropic of Cancer, 
Tropic of Capricorn, Arctic Circle, 
Antarctic circle, 
Heimaey, Iceland 
 

 
Britain’s National Parks  



 

Africa, Antarctica,  Ocean, Pacific ocean, 
Atlantic ocean, Arctic ocean, Indian 
ocean, Southern ocean, North Pole, 
South Pole, Equator,   
   
Uganda 

Continent, country, Uganda, Koch 
Goma, address, postcode. 
 
The Four Seasons of the United 
Kingdom  
England, Ireland, Scotland, Wales, 
United Kingdom, North Sea, Irish Sea, 
English Channel.  
 
London 
England, capital city, London, Bury, 
Manchester. 
 
Australia  
United Kingdom, Australia, Port 
Douglas, Blackpool 
  
 
 
  

  

(Caracas), Australia (Queensland).  
 

Rivers  
River Severn, River Thames, River 
Mersey, River Ribble, River Tay, River 
Clyde, River Shannon.  

 
Mountains 
London, Manchester, Edinburgh, 
Belfast, Cardiff, The Lake District, Sca 
Fell Pike, Snowdonia, Snowdon, 
Highlands, Ben Nevis. 
  
The Mediterranean  
Greece, climate zones, climate, 

Mediterranean, 

 
Time Zone 
Time zone, Prime/Greenwich Meridian, 
Latitude, Longitude, Longitude, 
Latitude, Tropic of Cancer, Tropic of 
Capricorn, Arctic Circle, Antarctic circle, 

 
 

 

 

The Lake District, Cumbria, 
Grasmere.  
  
North America  
Florida, Orlando, United States of 
America, State. 
 

The Seven Wonders of the World 
Longitude, Latitude, Tropic of Cancer, 
Tropic of Capricorn, Arctic Circle, 
Antarctic circle. 
 

 
 

Human and Physical Features 

School, Church, Forest, Field, Countryside. 
Hot, cold, wet, weather. 

Summerseat (Comparison to Koch 
Goma)  
Human feature, physical feature, forest, 
hill, mountain, sea, river, soil, 
vegetation, valley,  beach, village  

Rainforests  

Biome, climate Zone, Rainforest, 
deforestation, jungle, Yanomami Tribe, 
settlement, land use  
  

Earthquakes  
Earthquake, crust, mantle, tectonic 
plates, tornado, tsunami. 
 

Volcano 



 

town, city, farm, house, shop, office, 
ocean, season, weather.  
 
The Four Seasons of the United 
Kingdom  
Weather, rainfall, temperature, 
thermometer, rain gauge, wind vane, 
compass, season, Winter, Spring, 
Summer, Autumn. 
 

Australia  
Continent, country, city, town, village, 
human features, physical features, 
house, shop, quays, beach, coast, valley, 
sea, port, harbour, bridge. 

 

London 
Physical feature, forest, hill, river, 
vegetation, weather, human feature, 

city, town, factory, house, office, shop. 
 

Deserts  
Desert, biome, vegetation belt, climate 

 

Mountains and Rivers  
River, mountain, water cycle, source, 
mouth, course, channel, meander, 
stream, waterfall, bank, flood plain, 
River Irwell (edit to local river), summit, 
sea level, mountain range.  
  
The Mediterranean  
Climate zone, tourism, buildings, land 
use, economic activity.  

 
 

 

Volcano, eruption, magma, lava, 
dormant, extinct, crust, mantle, 
tectonic plates. 
  
Trade Links  
Industrial area, developed 
country, developing country, trade, 
trade route, domestic trade, 
International trade, import, export, 
Fairtrade. 

 
North America 
Peninsula, Kennedy Space Centre,  
  
Britain’s National Parks  
Conservation. 
 

The Seven Wonder of the World 
The Seven Wonders of the Ancient 
World, The New Seven Wonders, The 
Natural Seven Wonders. 
 

 

 

 


